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Scoutmaster’s Report
Tom Lenagh

Scoutmaster

If I gave you a choice, which would you rather have, the apple or the seeds? | guess
most of us would choose the apple.

A long time ago there was a guy who would have taken the seeds. He was a nut about
apple seeds - so much so that people called him Johnny Appleseed. For many years he walked across
hundreds of miles of our country, back when most of it was frontier land, and everywhere he went he
planted apple seeds. The trees from those seeds fed many thousands of people in later generations. That's
real long range planning!

Many of us are interested mainly in the present. We don't think ahead like Johnny A ppleseed.

Maybe you don't want to go around planting apple seeds like he did. But there's another kind of seed
you should be planting every day - the seed of good feelings between you and your fellow man.

Y ou can do it by living our slogan, "Do aGood Turn daily." Every time you do a Good Turn, you are
planting a seed of good feeling. That seed may start the growth of atree of Good Turns in each person
you help. So that one Good Turn may lead to many other Good Turns through the years, affecting the
lives of hundreds of people.

In the Junior Leader Training (JLT) and patrol leaders council (PLC), we often talk about the skills of
leadership. Patrol leaders who have taken the junior leader training course know even more about them.
Of the 11 skills of leadership, | believe the most important is setting the example. There's an old saying
that sums it up well. It goes something like this: "What you do speaks so loudly that | can't hear what you
say." Inother words, don't tell me what isright; show me by your example.

It seems to me that when it comes to setting the example, we are dl leaders. Even if you're not a patrol
leader, the way you conduct yourself will rub off on othersin your patrol. 1f one patrol member goofs off
and is sloppy in his habits, there's atemptation to say, "Well, Mac gets away with it, why shouldn't 17"

That may be human nature, but it's not the nature of a good patrol or agood troop. A good patrol and
troop have to work like ateam, with every member setting a good example of Scout like behavior. Let's
keep that in mind always, but especialy when we're in camp this summer. Let's show our pride in our
troop and in ourselves as Scouts and young men.
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Simple Words of Wisdom
e Never cut what you can untie
e Only tak if you can improve the silence
e Thejourney of athousand miles begins with a single step
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Norseland Cabin

Mr. Loher

Assistant Scoutmaster

On Friday night, April 13", eight scouts and two
adult leaders packed up the vans and headed south to
Norseland Scout Camp near St. Peter, MN. Upon
arriving we found our cabin accommodations to be
quite, shall we say “luxurious’ as camp cabins go.
There was plenty of room for the ten of us to spread
out since the cabin had bunks for about 30+ people.
In addition, the cabin had a ping pong table, large
stone fireplace, comfortable couches and chairsin
front of the fireplace, a large kitchen with hot and
cold running water and flush toilets. Yes, thiswas
going to be a fun weekend at the “Motel Norseland.”

After settling in and enjoying our usual cracker
barrd, it was time for games. After all, the weekend
theme was “ Games’. The boys enjoyed an outdoor
game of Capture the Flag, and then turned to some
inside games including the favorite game of the
weekend — Applesto Apples. Meanwhile Mr. Loher
and Mr. Suiter headed to the ping pong table to play
some ping pong. Little did each of us know, we
both spent quite a bit of time on the ping pong table
in our teen age years, so after some polite warming
up, the ball started flying fast and furious.

On Saturday morning the boys tried their hand at
a Dutch oven Mountain Man breskfast. What a tasty
breskfast! They did a great job working together in
their new patrols. After that delicious breakfast we
headed outside for a fun game of football. Captains
Josh Bleichner and Davis Arbogast led their teams
to a hard fought game with the lead changing several
times. The winning team was determined using
scout rules: “The team that has the most fun wins”.
Funny thing is, everyone ended up being a winner!
The scorereally didn't matter. Quesadias were on
the menu for lunch and after another tasty meal, it
was time to work on rank and scout skills. Our
Troop Guides, Isaac Mensink and Thomas Suiter
worked with the new scouts, Davis and Josh to help
them earn both their “Totin” Chip” and “Firem'n
Chit” cards. The Totin’ Chip teaches the boys safe
use of camp tools: pocketknife, ax and saw, while
the Firem' n Chit teaches fire safety and techniques
for building a safe fire. Congratulations to Josh and
Davis on earning these cards! Meanwhile, the older
scouts worked on making an ax yard and did some
sawing and splitting of wood in preparation for our
fire on Saturday night. Daniel, Thomas, Mitchell,
Mark and Braden also worked on a fairly
challenging orienteering course during the afternoon

to help polish their compass skills. All did quite
well.

Dinner was atotal team effort with al the boys
pitching in. There was plenty to do to prepare and
cook the evening meal including a delicious Apple
Crisp recipe in the Dutch oven. After chowing
down, it was time to enjoy more games— Ghostsin
the Graveyard, Apples to Apples, Ping pong, or just
relaxing on the cushy, soft couch in front of the
fireplace and reflecting on the day’s activities. It
was great to see how well this group of scouts
worked together as ateam. We also had good
leadership from our new SPL and ASPL, Braden and
Dan, aswell as new PL, Mitchell. The boys can be
proud of what they accomplished. Overal, it was
quite a fun weekend and a good learning experience
for all.

Scouts gathered around the flagpole

Norseland Cabin

Mark S.

Troop Historian

The campout of April was Norseland cabin. On
the way down, in Mr. Loher's car, Davisand |
jammed to "Another One Bites The Dust". | always
opened my mouth and bit the dust along with the
song. After afew times Davisjoined in and Mr.
Loher and |saac started to laugh uncontrollably.
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The cabin was huge and had a large kitchen
which was easy for making apple crisp. There was a
ping-pong table that the leaders mostly enjoyed
themselves. | played bad mitten with Mitchell, Dan,
and Josh. The best thing | did was playing football
on Saturday. | really enjoyed the cabin and so
will you if you go next time.

Mitchell near the fire that Mitchell and | built.

Garage Cleanup

Jake C.

Troop Quartermaster

Saturday, April 21, Scouts, Leaders and Parent
volunteers prepared, organized and cleaned the troop
equipment for another summer of camping. All the
troop tents (21) were set-up, cleaned and inspected.
The new tents were seam sealed and hung to dry.
The Patrol boxes (2 complete, 1 partial) were
emptied cleaned an inventoried. All tote bins were
sorted, organized and labeled.

How many Boy Scouts does it take to check a sheet of
plastic? One, the othersarejust standing around!

| would like thank everyone who helped make
thisjob simple and go well. | would especiadly like
to thank Mrs. Offerdahl for the snacks and Mr.
Schaenzer for his leadership and direction. The troop
held our annual spring cleaning of the garage and the
equipment.

High Adventure Canoe
Shakedown

Mr. Loher
Assistant Scoutmaster

The purpose of the canoe shakedown isto learn
the basics of canoeing, and every scout is required to
know how to handle a canoe for the adventure. You
are required to be at two or more shakedowns. Y ou
will need to bring a PFD [life jacket], but you don't
need to bring a canoe because they will be supplied.

If you have the canoeing merit badge, we would
like you help the other Scouts.

Ahoy Matees!! Captain Jack Sparrow is
Calling all Pirates of the Caribbean!

Are you ready to embark on a fun adventurethis
summer? Are you ready to take to the open waters
and canoe along some of Minnesota s and
Wisconsin’swild and scenic riverslike the
Namakagon, and St. Croix? How about some
white water rafting on the St. Louis River? Are
you up for the challenge of earning Scouting’'s
50 Miler Award?? If you are up for five days of
fun and adventure, then be sure to sign up for
the High Adventure trip from August 6™
through August 11". Some of the adventures
that await you include: white water rafting,
canoeing, swimming, island exploration, picnics
along therivers, and more.............
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